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232 [July, 1847. 

Stated Meeting, July 20, 1847. 
Dr. Griffith in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

An additional collection of Shells presented by Dr. Griffith, 

consisting of 329 specimens of the following genera: — 
Peeten, 45 sp. ; Cardita, 17 ; Venus, 1 ; Cardium, 1 ; Area, 

-36 : Machsera, 2 ; Solen, 2 ; Periploma, 1 ; Strombus, 67 ; 

Rostellaria, 7 ; Pterocera, 8 ; Cassis, 24 ; Cassidaria, 5 ; 

Achatina, 38 ; Achatinella, 22 ; and Bulimus, 54. 
A specimen, in skin, of Geococcyx viaticus, from Agua 

JSTueva, and one of Bassoris astuta, Lichst.cT,from Monclova, 

Presented by Capt. Eustis, U. S. A. 
Two mounted specimens of the chick of Numida meleagris, 

white variety. From Dr. Heermann. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 
Dr. Wilson deposited the following : 

A History of British Birds. By William Yarrell. 3 vols. 
8vo., and Supplement. 

Histoire du Voyage de la Coquille. Atlas. Folio. 

Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia for Dec. 1846, to April 1847, containing a 
paper by Dr. Hallowell, entitled " Cases illustrative of the 
natural history of Tuberculous Diseases." From the 
author. 

On the endemic gastro-follicular Enteritis, or Summer com- 
plaint of children, as it prevails in the United States. 
By Edward Hallowell, M. D. From the same. 

Catalogo metodico dei Pesci Europei di Carlo L. Principe 
Bonaparte. 4to. Napoli, 1846. From the author. 



Professor Johnson deposited, on the part of Mr. H. Seybert, 
nine additional chemical works, for use in the Laboratory. 
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A communication was read from J. F. Frazer, Esq., Secre- 
tary of the American Philosophical Society, acknowledging 
the reception of a recent number of the Proceedings of the 
Academy. 



Meeting for Business, July 27, 1847. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

The Committee on Dr. Hare's Synopsis of his paper on 
Electricity, reported in favour of publication of the same in 
the Journal, as the commencement of said paper. 

The Committee on Major M'Call's communication read 
13th inst., reported in favour of publication in the Proceedings. 
Description of a supposed new species of Columba, inhabiting 

Mexico, with some account of the habits of the Geococcyx viaticus , 

Wagler. 

By George A. M'Call. 
Columba *solitaria. 

Length 13 inches 9 lines. Alar extent 23 inches. Wing, from 
the flexure, 7 inches, 5 lines. Tarsus 1 inch; middle toe 1 
inch, 2 lines; first toe 9 lines, and longer than the third; nails 
licht flesh colour; feet and legs deep red. Iris dark-orange. Bill 
above, 1 inch, 1 line, but feathered to within 5 lines of the tip; 
reddish near the base, whitish near the tip. Head chocolate-blue. 
Throat chocolate-white. Neck and breast bluish-chocolate with 
brilliant reflections. Back, belly, flanks, underwing-coverts and 
greater exterior wing-coverts light red colour, the last faintly 
bordered with white. Lesser wing-coverts chocolate red, forming 
a bright shoulder spot of elliptical shape. Quill feathers dusky, 
tinned with lead colour on the outer vanes. 3rd primary longest. 
Upper and under tail coverts bluish-lead colour. Tail 5 inches; 
slightly rounded ; of twelve feathers ; dusky. 

Individuals of this fine species, which, in general contour, re- 
sembles Columba (Enas, were found on the Rio Grande^ from 
Matamoras to Camargo-these were shy, and only met with at 
intervals. They were again observed on one or two ot the smaller 
water courses between the former place and Victoria, but never 
in flocks; nor were more than half-a-dozen seen anywhere in 



